
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

The McKinney-Vento Act is a federal law designed to remove barriers to education by homelessness, 
and thereby increase enrollment, attendance, and success of children and youth experiencing 
homelessness. The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act defines homeless children as "Individuals 
who lack fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence". 

Examples of children who qualify under this definition: 

1. Children sharing housing due to economic hardship or loss of housing;

2. Children living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or campgrounds due to lack of alternative
accommodations;

3. Children living in emergency or transitional shelters;

4. Children "awaiting foster care placement";

5. Children whose primary nighttime residence is not ordinarily used as a regular sleeping
accommodation: park benches, cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing,
bus or train stations ...

6. Children who have run away from home, been thrown out of their homes, and/or been abandoned by
parents or guardians.

If you have a student/child experiencing any of the above, you may qualify for additional services. 

For more information please contact: 
Nan Cuevas
District Homeless Liaison 
(509) 888-4735
.cuevasn@eastmont206.org

Additional services may include, but not limited to: 
Free meals at school; 
Transportation to and from school of origin; 
Immediate enrollment in school; 
Help with school supplies, fees, full participation in all school activities. 



I FORMATION 

FOR PARENTS 

IF YOUR FAMILY LIVES IN ANY OF 

THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS: 

In a shelter 

In a motel or campground due to the lack of an alternative adequate accommodation 
+ 

In a car, park, abandoned building, or bus or train station 
•) 

Doubled up with other people due to loss of housing or economic hardship 

Your school-age children may qualify for certain rights and protections under the 

federal McKinney-Vento Act. 

Your eligible children hove the right to: 

• Receive a free, appropriate public education.

• Enroll in school immediately, even if lacking documents normally required
for enrollment.

• Enroll in school and attend classes while the school gathers needed documents.

• Enroll in the local school; or continue attending their school of origin (the school
they attended when permanently housed or the school in which they were last
enrolled), if that is your preference and is feasible.

* If the school district believes that the school you select is not in the best
interest of your children, then the district must provide you with a written
explanation of its position and inform you of your right to appeal its decision.

• Receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if you request this.

• Receive educational services comparable to those provided to other students,
according to your children's needs.

If you believe your children may be eligible, contact the local liaison to find out what services and 
supports may be available. There also may be supports available for your preschool-age children. 

(I)• Hat� Center for 
Ho11eleu EducatK>n 

ot SERVE 

Local Liaison 

Nan Cuevas 

509-888-4735

State Coordinator 

Melinda Dyer 
360-725-6050

If you need further assistance with your children's educational needs, 
contact the National Center for Homeless Education: 

1-800-308-2145 * homeless@serve.org * www.serve.org/nche



, 

INFORMACION 

PARA Los PADRES 

SI SU FAMILIA VIVE EN CUALQUIERA DE LAS 

SITUACIONES SIGUIENTES: 

En un albergue 

En un motel o un sitio para acampar debido a la falta de una alternativa adecuada 

+ 
En un parque, un edificio abandonado, o una estacion de trenes o de autobuses 

Compartiendo la vivienda de otras personas debido a la perdida de su casa 
o a una dificultad economica

Sus hijos de edad escolar podrfan calificar para recibir ciertos derechos y protecciones bajo la 
Ley federal McKinney-Vento. 

Sus hijos elegibles tienen derecho a: 

• Recibir una educaci6n publica gratuita y apropiada.

• lnscribirse en la escuela inmediatamente, aunque falten documentos normalmente
requeridos para la inscripci6n.

• lnscribirse y asistir a clases mientras que la escuela obtiene los documentos necesarios.

• lnscribirse en la escuela local; o continuar asistiendo a la escuela de origen (la escuela
a la cual su hijo asisti6 cuando tenia una residencia permanente, o la ultima escuela en
la cual estaba inscrito), si esto es su preferencia y es factible.

* Si el distrito escolar cree que la escuela escogida par usted no es la mejor para
sus hijos, el distrito tiene que darle a usted una explicaci6n escrita de su posici6n e
informarle de su derecho de apelar su decision.

• Recibir transporte a/de la escuela de origen, si usted lo pide.

• Recibir servicios educacionales comparables a las que estan provistos para otros
estudiantes, segun las necesidades de sus hijos.

Si usted cree que sus hijos podrian ser elegibles, contacte al oficial para la educacion de Los niiios y jovenes sin 
hogar de su distrito escolar para averiguar los servicios y ayudas que podrian estar disponibles. Tambien puede 

haber apoyo disponible para sus hijos de edad preescolar. (I) .. Oficial para la educaci6n de los nirios y j6venes sin hogar 

�HotionolCentufo, 
Hooelesa Education 

at SERVE 

Coordinador estatal 

Melinda Dyer
360-725-5060

Si usted necesita ayuda adicional con las necesidades educacionales de sus hijos, contacte 
al Centro Nacional de Educacion para los Ninos y Jovenes sin Hogar: 

1-800-308-2145 * homeless@serve.org * www.serve.org/nche

           Nan Cuevas

          509-888-4735




